
 
Dear English class participants, 
  
At first please recollect that the interior monologues you were asked to write:  
- had to include:   - how/why you got into your present situation  

     o how you imagine your future  

     o thoughts and feelings passing through a character’s mind  

 
 
So,  
(1) Please read all of texts attached below and  

a) Assign every text to one of the pictures on p. 134/135.  

b) Check if the texts meet the demands  give 4 points each  

c) Write down questions that arise while reading: questions to the writers or concerning language structures.  
 
 
 
And for the remaining time, please read the text about why the USA are unique in many ways:  
 
(put your list of new words next to the text)  
 
(2) Read sb.p.136 and do the exercises 1+2+3+4a.  
 
See you again on Thursday, stay healthy.  

Best wishes, Mrs Kahl 

 

 

 

1) Hello, my name is James. 25 years ago my parents and I came to the USA as Mexican immigrants. Today I 

work for the U.S Customs and Border Protection. That sounds illogical at first, but I can save so many 

people's lives. At the moment, my main job is to drive part of the border every hour and look for illegal 

immigrants. I often catch them climbing over the 8m high fence. Accidents happen all the time. Lately one 

of them got stuck while climbing over and fell 8m deep, unfortunately even my quick help came too late 

for him. I understand these people very well; my parents were only able to make a reasonable life possible 

by escaping. The situation in many areas of Mexico are terrible, the crime rate is very high and almost 

everywhere gangs fight over drugs, money and influence. Many families are only able to flee. But 

unfortunately they cannot enter the country illegally either, that's why I'm here. I try to make it clear to 

them that there are places where they can get help and don't have to risk their lives. According to my 

authorities, I have an express order to shoot if they don't follow my orders. Fortunately, I haven't had to 

shoot anyone yet, but warning shots are the order of the day. In the future, I would like to see clear 

conditions for refugees/immigrants, also from our government. I am well aware that we cannot accept 

everyone, but the USA offers so many jobs why we cannot provide any of them to those in need. Because 

that's exactly what they just want to be able to work to support their family. Another wish is to take action 

against rumors. Not every immigrant is a drug dealer trying to supply the United States with drugs. 

Thousands of tons of drugs come to the USA every year, but hardly any of them are imported by illegal 

immigrants, but by large organizations. The USA must act more strongly against these and not against 

families who want to flee from these conditions.      /4p. 

 

2) My name is Emily and I´m from Germany. I hope I can find in the USA new hope and build me a new home. 

The long journey to America was very exhausting. But now in this moment I feel tired but also glad I made 

this decision.  I ran away from this chaos to save my lovely daughter. This was a big step to move in this 

“new world”, but I think I choose the right path. I´m afraid of the future. I don´t know, if I can find a new 



job or my new neighbors will accept me, but I will deal with it. The first time after a period of fear I finally 

feel hopeful. I´m sure here I can build my daughter a wonderful and happy life. A life she deserves.    /4p. 

  

3) "Hi, I'm Alexander, I've lived in the US since I was born and I grew up with segregation having a darker skin 

tone than others. It has always been a problem that we dark-skinned were not allowed to use the same 

entrances, seats, washbasins or toilets as white people, and our salary was far too low for what we do. At 

the beginning nobody dared to say something against it because otherwise one had to expect heavy 

punishments, I also grew up in such a way, however, actually I never wanted to accept this fate. When I 

got to the age in which I also founded my own family, I decided that my children should not grow up as I 

am. So I joined a group of men who shared my opinion and the group got bigger and we started protests. 

There were always injured but wedo not give up because we want to create a safe world for our family and 

everyone else with our skin tone. A world without oppression, a world where everyone can feel safe and 

everyone is treated equally."         /4p. 

 

4) Finally arrived!  For months I have been traveling with my family, my 2 children and my beloved wife.  As 

the head of the family, I have to feed the family and for that I need the necessary money.  At home in 

Bremerhaven I‘ve looked for a real job for years, but I couldn't find anything more than work for a day or 

with very little pay.  I heard about the promised America every day and made up my mind to go there with 

my family.  The decision was not easy for me, but there should be a lot of free space here.  I could keep 

animals and raise my children properly.  I could farm on my arable land and earn the money I need for my 

family.  The living conditions in Bremerhaven were terrible and I didn't think very much about this city.  I 

put everything on one card, scraped up all the remaining money, land some from my parents, thinking of 

my relatives. Perhabs it wasn’t possibly to see them some day. There was no solution for our problem and 

so I went on my long way with my family. But we were not alone with this thought, because thousands of 

other Europeans also wanted to travel to the promised land discovered by Columbus.  We didn't have a lot 

of money so we had to travel in the engine room of a huge ship.  For months I was afraid that my wife or 

my children would starve to death.  I did not eat much myself because the lives of my children are more 

important to me.  We didn't have a lot of belongings, only a suitcase accompanied us on this trip.  Even if 

the journey was cruel, every day we believed a little more to the idea of a good life or a better future in 

America. Our ship was labeled “Ship to Freedom” and that's exactly how we saw this trip.  For us it was the 

journey into freedom, into a better life out of poverty and into the hoped-for happiness.  We were aware 

that we were far from our aim because we were traveling with huge crowds and all of them had to undergo 

an examination on Ellis Island.  I was afraid that my money could not be enough for a possible return trip 

or that we won‘t pass the health examination, because my children and my wife were very weak.  So was 

I, but I didn’t try to show it because my children saw me as their always strong and struggling father.  This 

island is not called the island of tears for nothing, because some people have to return home, but we would 

not survive this.  

Now we have arrived and we all were alive. We are aware that these examinations will take a few more days, 

but then we can start a completely new life without poor living conditions and poverty. The thought of my 

children and their future let me forget all the trouble.       /4p. 

 

5) Today I work on the boder, because we have to guards this more closely. To control the border is not my 

favourite task in my job, because I always have to expect that people who are often Armee will cross the 

border. That is why I am always tense and stressed out. Why did I volunteer for this layer? Anyway, I have 

the great Chance to be part of the U.S. Customs and Border Protection. In the next few years I want to have 

a higher rank ans that's why I keep working on myself. I would also like to be more active in the fight against 

drug traffic.           /4p. 

 



6) I had to leave home, but now I am here in the USA. Now I hope that I can start my new life here so that it 

feels like it did when it was nice at home. The way here was exhausting, but I hope that effort was worth 

it, but right now I am tired and need a little rest, but at the same time I am happy too. I ran away to protect 

myself and my family, but this escape also carries a high risk. I dont know if I will find a job or if I will ever 

meet friends again. But so far everything feels right.      /4p. 

 

7) There are days when I myself why I am currently in this situation. What would my life be like if I had tried 

hard at school and chosen a better job. Or if I had turned my hobby of cooking into a job. However, I have 

always chose the safe route. I wanted a fixed salary and a job that is available in almost every city and 

became a police officer. Then I took a job as a border policeman, which is less dangerous and where I patrol 

the same route every day. Sometimes I also think about the fact that most of the people I keep from 

crossing the border illegally prevent themselves from realizing their dreams, wishes and a future in a better 

country. But what does my future actually look like? Do I always want to be on the safe side until the end 

of my days or even take risks. I could finally trust my gut felling and become a cook. But if things go bad I 

could look after my family worse or not at all and that is not worth the risk. But maybe, just maybe, there 

will be another chance one day.        /4p. 

 

8) “ Hi my name is Tom and I make sure no one crosses the border of America to Mexico illegally. I am watching 

the border with my binoculars and right now, I do not see anyone trying to cross the border into America. 

And that’s a good thing because I do not want any Mexicans living in MY America! Because of my job I will 

make sure that Mexicans can no longer come here. I mean of course America is the best and most beautiful 

country in the world! Europe and China are nothing compared to America.  When I was a little kid, I felt 

uncomfortable around foreigners. When they spoke their language, I knew immediately that they were 

talking about me! If you live in America you should be able to speak English, shouldn’t you? That’s why I do 

this job. I am a hero!”          /4p. 

9) I've been here the hole day to demonstrate for the end of segregation between black and white. I'm black 
too and are often treated worse in any everyday situation due to my skin color. So I decided to do somthing 
against it. 

 
I hope one day it's no longer black and white people, rather the human race. I want that people see only 
the diffrence inside the people, so the character and not the look from outside. No longer prejudices in 
people's heads, but in both directions, respectively on both sides. So that black people haven't something 
against white people and vice versa. 
I want peace for my future world and the world of my descendants.    /4p. 

 

10) And I´m standing here again, I have been doing this job for 18 years. I love to work as a U.S. Customs and 
Border Protector because I want to protect my country. This became my passion. I carry the United States 
of America in my heart. But was that really the way to go? I could have worked in politics? My main task is 
to control the borders, especially with regard to illegal migration . But we also have other tasks, such as 
customs control, the fight against international drug trafficking and international terrorism. I´ve been 
standing at the border with Mexico for about two  weeks and guarding it. I´m on the lookout for illegal 
immigrants from Mexico who want to come mainly for economic reasons. I had this argument with my wife 
this morning.  It is been happening a lot lately. I have to do something.  Ok, stop, I need to focus.  I have to 
be constantly attentive, my thoughts shouldn´t revolve around it. Nobody is allowed to cross this border 
without permission. I love my family and I know they would support me but I also love my job. It is so 
versatile there are different areas where it can be used. In the next few years I want to be promoted and 
continue to protect my country, that is my goal.      /4p. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



11) Hello,  
my name is Mike and I am responsible for monitoring the border to Mexico, so that no one enters America 
illegally. America is a very beautiful country, so I can understand that certain people want to go to America, but 
not secretly, that is not possible. Most of the time it is criminals who want to flee illegally across the border or 
who want to bring drugs and alcohol across the border, so they try it illegally to avoid getting caught, only 
because most of them are wrong. So that something like that can't happen, there are extra people like me, 
who watch out and watch the border. I want to protect my own country from criminal and illegal people and 
this is the best way to help. This is exactly why I love my job, I not only provide security and protection for 
myself, but for the everyone in America.         /4p. 
 

12) Hello, my Name ist Christoph Kolumbus und I am seafarers and explorer. My job is to bring riches from 

far Asiat o Europe. After a long driver, I´ve finally arrived. It´s warm here and the locals welcomed us 

peacefully. They are called“Indianer“. I am not alone on my travel. Many other seafarers and business 

people accompany me. In my future I wanted to transport many special riches and Spices back to Europe. 

Once there, I wanted to become a rich man, but I noticed something strange. We actually planned a lot 

more time fort he trip to Asia. Normally we would still be at the sea. The locals don´t speak our language 

but we still think that they don´t know Asia at all. I think we´re not in Asia, but I´ve discovered a new 

continent. If that´s the case, I´ll explore, conquer and go down in history.   /4p. 

 

13) ‘Oh man, my family was coming to America 60 years ago to have a better life here as in England. They 

spent all their money on building new life. And I’ve selled our house and our plot of land, only to buy 

ground in this wasteland. And the drive by the covered wagon isn’t very comfortable. But expensive. I 

think it was a dumb idea.  

My wife will become sick if we don’t reach our destination soon. And the kids are continually moaning. 

Why have I done this? I am stressed-out and I have run out of patience. It’s too hard for us.’ /4p. 

 

 

 


